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My Life

I was born in Gwalior on 20th Oct’ 1950 into a refugee family from West 
Pakistan. A year later we moved to Bhubaneswar where I spent my early 
childhood & underwent schooling. Later I was sent to a school in Dehra 
Doon as I was handful for my parents who were struggling to survive 
economically after having lost every thing during the partition. I completed 
my schooling from Sainik School and Graduated from St.Xavier’s College, 
Calcutta.

During school, I took active part in debating, elocution, dramatics and all 
round sporting activities. Won several 
prizes and was selected as School Captain. 
During the intervening period between 
school and college, took up flying, rock 
climbing, trekking and traveled to 
different parts of the country. I led 
the NCC contingent at Republic Parade 
in Delhi and was selected for the 
Himalayan Mountaineering Institution.  
During college I pursued cricket and 
was selected to play for the college & 
later for the University.  In 1971 I 
took part in the Second Asian Motor 
Car Rally from Tehran to Dhaka. 

Education over in 1972, I took up a job as Sales Executive in Avery India 
Ltd. I think the enriching experience from the variety of schools and a 
range of other activities laid a strong foundation for the future. My hard 
working parents saw in me as one who would take up the household’s 
future responsibilities. This was not to be as on a cool October afternoon 
of 1974 while riding home on a motorbike I was hit from behind by a 
car driven by a fourteen year old. Witnesses later told me that, I was flung 
over the car headlong into the open drain. Later in hospital I learnt that 
a few vertebras behind my neck had being crushed and my spinal cord 
had been severely damaged. I was irreversibly paralyzed below my neck 
for life after a lamenectomy was carried out a month later. This was

devastating for our family as our mother had passed away only a year 
ago with leukemia (cancer). 

Life, they say, must go on and soon I under went rehabilitation training under 
Dr. Mary Verghese who was a pioneer in spinal cord injuries management 
and a paraplegic herself. This empowered me and the family to face the 
world as it was. On returning home I began my quest for socio-economic 
independence and acceptance. I was confident that, the position we enjoyed 
in society, it would be a matter of time that I would be back to active 
living. It was not to be. The same society would sympathise and assure, but, 
a look at my wheel chair was enough for them to ignore my abilities. This 
continued over the next nine years and I was depressed yet looking for an 
opportunity that, would give me a full and a productive life. 

I was very young and knew that this was very important to my future. 
After knocking at different doors - banks, government offices, corporate and 
business houses, I found each door shutting and no response. Finally I 
managed to get a petrol pump of the Indian Oil Company for management 
by persons with disabilities. Running it, was tough, but I was prepared to 
face the challenge. I was a new tetraplaegic and could not sit more that 
few hours a day. The oil company provided me with a kiosk, which was 
inaccessible. The company personnel finally decided that a person who did 
not sit in an office 17 hours- 6 am to 11 p.m. a day could not run it, 
though owners with no disability were running it from their homes and 
other offices. 

In 1984, the first support came from a sister’s friend Neena Kapoor who 
helped me get air tickets to the United States. I visited innumerable institutes 
dealing with disabilities and met a large number of activists. It was for 
me a visit which deeply impacted my very being and I was convinced that, 
such were the initiatives that, I would pursue for the rest of my life. 
Marcellino Heurta Jr. of the J. Clifford MacDonald Centre (USA), Carol Anne 
Robersone of the New York’s Mayor’s Office impacted me with their dedication, 
the latter in her work in getting the American Disabilities Act passed. 

While visiting the MacDonald center for the adult with developmental 
disabilities in Tampa, Florida during my visit to the US, a young person 
came to me with a potted Christmas plant and said, “I have created this”. 
I was extremely moved and at that moment I decided to spend rest of 
life to work for with persons with disabilities. SMRC would be a creation 
of persons with disabilities.

Another fascinating visit was to the Kessler Institute for Rehabilitation where 
later Christopher Reeves (Superman) was to undergo rehabilitation after a 
spinal injury. It was a fascinating world where people like me regained not 
only physical but also mental strength. A group of young Oriya and American 
students and the famous writer Dominique Lappeire who invited me to 
France to the St. Vivien’s Institute for Congenital disabilities showed what 
civil society could do.Cricket Captain (Front Row)
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Starting SMRC

On  18th July 1985, Shanta Memorial Rehabilitation Centre  (SMRC) was  
registered under the Societies Act 1860 as a non profit  NGO in  Bhubaneswar, 
 the  temple and capital city  of  Orissa.  This society would work and 
advocate the mainstreaming of people with disabilities in all walks of life 
on equal terms in society with dignity. I took this up as a mission of life 
to fight  discrimination, change attitudes and work with  people with 
disabilities in  a manner, we could achieve our aspirations, destinies  and 
freedom  to make informed choices like  any  other  person.

I have been very lucky to get the support of many organizations and 
institutions. The most encouraging being International Medical Society of 
Paraplegia (IMSOP), Global Forum for Health Research and Rehabilitation 
International, Offices of the Persons with Disabilities in India and abroad. 
Their consistent support has guided us through the many years. 

Shanta Memorial Rehabilitation Centre always had visions much before their 
time and maybe that is why it was difficult to get funding. Funding agencies 
were not prepared for us and it took decades to make government and 
organizations to recognize disabilities issues as being important. The journey 
in the process of setting up the centre over the last twenty years or more 
has thus been challenging. Money was not the only problem which most 
DPOs face. There were other problems, most important getting society and 
the government to accept our ideas and programmes- WHO, for instance, 
in the early eighties, wrote to me that Spinal Cord Injury was not a health 
priority. Except OXFAM and later Action Aid, no one else was willing to 
support, a non-medical approach to disability rehabilitation. For a decade,

a handful of us worked, going from village to village assisting persons with 
disabilities whichever way we could.

Fighting for Our Rights

Once while traveling from Madras, to Bhubaneswar at the Madras Central, 
the railway superintendent said that, my wheel chair be weighed along with 
my luggage. When I told him I needed it to be able to board the train 
and when getting down he finally allowed it after a prolonged argument 
and sit down strike. While traveling in the train a senior railway official 
again asked me as to why my wheel chair was in the compartment and 
not in the luggage van and at the next station it should be removed. We 
had to take up the issue at the highest government level for this small

Taking forward the Disability Movement
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matter but enclosed the larger one of accessibility in trains and special 
berths for us. Since then we have come a long way now in the new 
millennium and there is greater awareness and understanding. Though there 
are miles to go.

This incident in 1985 prompted me to set up an Advocacy Programme in 
Orissa for the Rights of the Persons with disabilities and a Joint Forum of 
Persons with disabilities was formed. One major campaign which again 
merged into the National one was the push for a National Act. It was not 
easy and for nearly a decade many of us in India jointly and sometimes 
on our own promoted the cause. From 1985 to 1995 I fought at each 
level joining hand with many activists across India for a National Disability

Act. In 1995 when it was passed, we launched a programme for its 
implementation. This was carried out in each District of the State. While 
we took the issue forward in Delhi, the Joint District Forum was formed 
to work at the State level to create awareness among the government 
officials, DPOs and persons with disabilities.

In coordination with the National Movement a programme was launched 
for the implementation of the Disability Act with its notification in Orissa 
in 1997.  Many branches soon were formed - some like SHARE: (Shared 
Adventure, Recreation, and Entertainment) which SMRC set up under the 
leadership of Gourang Sinha, our physiotherapist, in 1996, had a number 
of latter day disability activists who began working on disability issues, 
Shruti Mahapatra, Innu Singh, Nilmadhav and Indira Pattnaik started with 
SHARE. 

The forum spread to all Districts and carried out many Campaigns till DPI 
came into the State and decided they would charter their own course. So 
we wound up the Forum as duplication of scarce resources is never good. 
This Advocacy work has found a place for the organisation at the National 
and State level. We believe that we have an immense responsibility to 
prevent the legislation becoming a piece of paper only. Later the National 
Trust also was an Act, I joined in promotion at the national level. 
Today, as part of our Advocacy of disability rights, we have created a 
platform for women with disabilities who we feel will lead this movement 
to ameliorate their rights and for all other people with disabilities irrespective

Collaborating for the Asia Pacific Solidarity

Promoting and developing links with the National movement
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of their gender, socio-economic status, caste, colour, religion or creed. In 
2004 in Goa at the Indian Association of Women’s Studies Meet, my sister 
Asha, a feminist, brought together for the first time the women from the 
disability movement and feminist movement of India. I am glad that women 
like Anita Ghai, Kuhu Das and Jeeju Ghosh etc are taking it forward. 

Political Rights were never thought of as important. SMRC started to campaign 
for these- visiting booths and demonstrating. We met the Election Commissioner 
in Orissa and T.N.Sheshan to drive the point home.

Campaigning for the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities. With UN Rapporteur Sheika Hissa Al Thani.

With T.N.Sheshan (Election Commissioner India) at SMRC --- 
Lobbying for Voting Rights

Using Media (13 Series Serial) prepared for TV Telecasting
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Rural India: Comprehensive Community Based Rehabilitation Work

Living in India, I knew, that disability in rural areas would remain a concern 
as most Indians lived there with no resources and usually in sheer poverty. 
Most people did not want to work in rural areas under these very difficult 
circumstances. Ten urban based campaigns were easier to handle than one 
rural work. But, it was rural people and their issues that became central 
to the work of SMRC for the next twenty years. To learn about disability 
in rural areas, a Block (Jatni) consisting of 111 villages was adopted in 
1985. Here staff of SMRC walked to all villages talking to persons with 
disabilities and their communities. With the help of local government and 
OXFAM, attempt was made to provide each person with disability, their 
minimum needs in terms of medical health, assistive devices, creating 
awareness on prevention, livelihood etc. To dialogue with community and 
disability awareness, make home visits for disability interventions and creating 
a base for rights.  As a pioneering step SIDA came forward to set up a 
Self Help Group for women.

We spent three years on this interesting multi-sectoral collaborative action 
project by networking with the Panchayat and Block functionaries, women 
groups, youth clubs, Primary Health Centres of the Government of Orissa 
and Government of India Institutions - namely the Vocational Rehabilitation 
Centre and the Artificial Limb Manufacturing Corporation, the official suppliers 
of mobility aids and assistive devices. This community based rehabilitation 
program was an unqualified success. Governor of Orissa Sri B.N.Pandey was 
a great support in these activities.

Later the CBR programme was again picked up in another District – Puri 
in three Blocks where five centres were set up and about six thousand 
persons with disabilities were identified while more than seven thousand

Nandita Das noted film actress our Ambassador for the Rural India  Program.
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community members were involved. The CBR programme became linked to 
our SCI work. It took on a new face with inclusion of more services such 
as teaching local workers in management of disability. The peripatetic team 
consisting of a physio and an occupational therapist, a nurse and a social 
worker visited the centres and imparted training on simple exercises that 
could be managed at home as there were no physiotherapists available in 
rural areas. Referrals were provided to others who needed specialized 
treatment in hospitals.  More than a thousand assistive devices were provided

as per needs and the social workers explained about how to get them and 
keep them in good condition. Inclusive education became a major component 
with about five hundred scholarships being provided to needy students.  
Vocational training was another important component based on local specific 
trades. This included assistance in setting up trades through a National Loan 
scheme (NHFDC). One of the basic weaknesses we found in rural programmes 
has been leaving out the old, especially widows. This programme took care

Physiotherapy for Rural Population

Livelihood

Children Training Doctors in Management of Disability in Conflict Areas (Malkangiri District)
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took care of them to some extent. Old age and disability pensions were 
provided to them and were involved in all decision making. Local workers 
were trained in community mobilization, physiotherapy and accessing schemes 
and programs for overall community development. After five years these
centres were handed over to the community for running

Advocacy in Rural Areas

Old Age Disability
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High End Vocational Training and Placement
While rural programmes remained a priority, urban sector was not overlooked. 
SMRC established the first Project With Industry for Persons with disabilities 
in Orissa in the field of  Electronics in 1989.  The Industrial Development 
Bank of India came forward with funding and the local  small scale industry 
participated in the work. All the  trainees received jobs in Government and 
Private Industry especially Konark TV, Titan etc. Many were provided repair 
kits to set up their own shops. The most important part of this programme 
was that women came forward to participate. The objective to show the 
industry that persons with disability could do excellent work was in a sense 
complete and it was time to move on. 
Moving from electronics to another unexplored area was not difficult. We 
established the first Integrated Computer Education & Training Programme 
as an equal opportunity program for men and women with disabilities in 
Orissa in 1990.  OCAC, the government organization setting up a computer 
centre and its motivator Subhas Pani later to become Chief Secretary came 
forward as did Shree Y.D Sharma the then Governor of Orissa, and disability 
no longer was a barrier. The programme was fully accessible and its courses 
were accredited to Department of Electronics Government of India. When 
the first All India computer programmes were introduced, SMRC brought

its students into the examination system and all its students passed with 
flying colours. In all over two thousand young men and women were trained 
of which fifty percent found placement (wage / self employment). Producing 
the first voter ID cards made  SMRC’s contribution recognized at a national 
level.
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Prevention of disability has always been an important component among 
the disability issues. SMRC worked on different fronts and platforms to 
achieve this goal. This included prevention of childhood disability, of accidents 
and promoting industrial safety.

Usage of helmets and seatbelts was promoted at national level ministries 
and sensitizing people at local level. India was still not prepared so we 
moved to the national level to take up the matter with the automobile 
industry and the Transport ministry. In Bhubaneswar school children assisted 
in creating public awareness.   The schools helped out with children promoting 
the idea at all petrol pump stations.  The children underwent training in 
first aid and awareness on importance of road safety rules and in first 
aid with help of St. John’s Ambulance. 

In 1989, Critical Care became an important prevention programme. This 
programme was conducted with the National Association for Critical Care 
Medicine, Delhi. Dr N.P. Singh a pioneer in the work backed us in our work, 
providing technical expertise for training of medical practitioners and para 
medic workers.

Prevention, Safety, Physical Accessibility and Awareness

The second major programme was in critical care with focus on prevention 
of SCI. It extended to safety programmes of electricity workers and industry 
on ‘Voluntary Compliance’ in use of Safety Equipments and Aids in industries.

Campaigning for Accessibility with the speaker of the Legislative Assembly
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In the second part of the safety programme, prevention of SCI became a 
major programme guided by Sir George Bedbrook and Perth Hospital Australia 
linked up on accident site management.

Under childhood disability IEC material was made and ICDS workers were 
involved in creating awareness on prevention of childhood disability. 
SMRC spearheaded the physical accessibility movement in Orissa and at the 
national level. I was invited by Late Shree Y.D.Sharma, Governor of Orissa 
to meet him. I sat before the flight of stairs when the ADC expressed I 
could be carried up. I told him that it will not be a very dignified entry 
in to the Raj Bhawan. The Governor enquired what I had said. Soon after 
he ordered a ramp to be constructed - An extremely sensitive gesture.
Again when I went to meet Mr. Baijayant Panda, Jt. Managing Director of 
the IMFA group of Industries and later Member of Parliament at his office, 
there were a few steps. Immediately, he came down and ordered a ramp 
to be constructed - One more sensitive gesture.

In other cases we had to protest for instance outside the Assembly, certain 
hotels and the BDA. As sensitivity grew the Big Bazaar (A mall) not only 
made it fully accessible but invited us to test the accessibility.

In our work, ICTA (safety etc)  initially played an important role as did 
our interaction with David Werner (wheelchairs) - the two who spearheaded 
the accessibility movement worldwide.

Campaigning for Accessibility at the National Level

Creating Awareness through Professionals
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Indigenous People

SMRC established the first Comprehensive Integrated Health, Education & 
Rehabilitation  Community Based Programme for the Tribal people in Orissa 
in 1994 at Nowrangpur District where an outreach centre was set up. The 
district is one of the most backward and poorest in the country. Even today 
the rural tribal girl child literacy in the District is less than 10%. Besides 
identifying the various types of disabilities we set up a programme on 
community awareness on good health and social practices especially literacy,

literacy, immunization etc.  Prevention was a major focus and as hospitals 
rarely functioned, training of birth attendants became important component. 
Later when SHGs were set up though the government does not include 
adolescents we provided them vocation training so that later they could 
set up their own groups. To sustain it leadership programme was carried 
out in which adolescents played a key role.

Working with Indigenous Women

Prevention became a major goal

Old age disability among indigenous peopleWorking in difficult terrains
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Advocating for Spinal Injury Services remained the focal point of our work 
from 1985 to 2000.  This campaign was not restricted to Orissa. In 1985 
I attended the beginning of the establishment of setting up the Indian 
Spinal Injury Centre in New Delhi. With Major Ahluwalia who set up the 
centre in Delhi, the Italian Government who was sponsoring the programme 
and especially Dr. Carlo Marino who coordinated it, the Ministry of Social 
Justice and Health became central to our campaign. Sri Shivraj Patil, Speaker 
Lok Sabha (Later Home Minister), Eduardo Faleiro the Minister of State for 
External Affairs, Mamata Bannerjee, Minister for WCD, all provider support 
I attended the IMSOP meeting in Rome so that I could campaign in Italy 
for setting up a centre in Bhubaneswar.

To prove that it could be done a unit was set up which included a State 
of the Art  Outdoor Physiotherapy Clinic assisted by British Aid and Aus 
Aid and small donors such as the Punjabi Biradri.  We were inundated with 
work but found that most patients who came were poor and from rural

Spinal Cord Injury Campaigns and Services

rural areas. At the same time at the national and international level we 
met people interested in the work.

Campaigning for Spinal Injuries. With Maneka Gandhi, Minister (MoS) Social Justice and Empowerment

Campaigning for quality Spinal Injury service with Paul Dolfuss (IMSoP) 
& Stephan Bradshaw (SIA)
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Brown of the Austin Hospital in Australia. Established the first Transit Home 
care rehabilitation centre in 2000.  Prof. B.P.Gardner of the Stoke Mandeville 
Centre the oldest spinal unit in the world, Dr. S.Y.Lee and later Paul Dolfuss 
the most eminent worker for disability rights joined the team. 
I took up the issue with the Ministry of Social Justice and found a willing 
supporter in Menaka Gandhi, the Minister in Charge. She visited Orissa and 
the Centre and agreed that it should up set up by SMRC. In all, four Regional 
Spinal Injury Centres (Gauhati, Bhubaneswar, Chandigarh and Bareilly) were

IMSOP itself was to support our commitments by bringing international level 
technology and knowledge. They wrote to the Chief Minister of Orissa. An 
International Conference of the International Medical Society of Paraplegia 
for the developing countries in the Asia Pacific Region was held in 1991. 
This Conference showed the path. Prof. Helmut Madersbacher, the top neuro-
urologist in the world became a close friend and advisor as did Douglas

Bareilly) were agreed upon. Though the Chief Minister Sri Naveen Pattnaik 
was keen, the government did not show any interest and maybe did not 
want an NGO to run it though ISIC was also a registered society. The 
Government in Delhi started a process to move it to Bangalore. I had to 
go back to Delhi for discussions and Mrs. Gandhi agreed knowing I would 
not let go. She called Mr. Pattnaik while I was sitting in his office and he

Acute Care Management at SMRC

Campaigning for Spinal services in Asia
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he congratulated me that the RSIC was sanctioned, and we could start it 
as early as we wanted and the government would support us. Once sanctioned 
the government decided that it should go the SCB Medical Hospital and 
not SMRC. For the next one year I had to undergo various pressures from 
some levels of government and the newly set up RSIC and we finally had 
to close down our own spinal injury centre, though it had worked tremendously 
well.  My involvement with RSIC was also limited to being an advisory 
member.

Though RSIC was handed over to SCB Hospital, we had an extraordinary 
good model  developed over the last ten years.

Better services  in Spinal Injury at SMRC

Getting support from IMSoP with Prof. Madersbacher (Extreme Left) a life long friend and supporter.
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A Comprehensive Model for SCI from Institutional to CBR

The ten bed centre was set and enlarged to twenty beds as we moved to 
our own campus.  We decided that the only way was a System of 
Comprehensive Rehabilitation. This included care from the site of injury, 
to the home, covering socio-economic and medical care. It also meant 
advocacy for rights of persons with disabilities and training the persons 
with disabilities for leadership roles.

We recognized that medical aspect of rehabilitation in spinal injury was 
only a part. The other components of socio-economic assistance and advocacy 
were more difficult but as essential as medical care.

With the aim of preventing the complications, by educating the patients 
and carer we have started two regular education program:

1. Attendant and career education program for in-house clients
2. Carer Education Program In SCB Medical College Hospital
The link to the community was provided by a medical team, a community 
educator, social worker etc went to each Spinal injured home to help them 
integrate in the community and assist them in creating accessibility in their 
housing and villages.

Institutional and community care

Package for SurvivalFrom institution to the community

Integrating back in the community
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Other activities included sports therapy, art therapy and formation of self 
help groups for counseling. 

The final was economic livelihood or wage employment which ever was 
possible.

These measures assisted in the improvement in the quality of life, financial 
independence and increased Social acceptance.

Economic Independence

Inaccessibility at home Providing Home Modification

Training local workers to manage disabilities by the parapetic team
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Carer TrainingProviding Rural Based Therapy

Marriage

We found a drop in mortality rates for those entering the rehabilitation 
program.  From a high of 75% within two years to less then 1%. The 
morbidity rates were significantly reduced.  Only 3 married couples out of 
64 broke up after injury and rehabilitation. One married immediately after 
rehabilitation. 

The leadership programme and rural centres helped sustained the Spinal 
injured in Orissa who came in touch with us (See Flight to Freedom).

Local workers working
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Innovative Approach to Promoting Gendered Rights

Gender has always been mainstreamed in all our programmes since 1985. 
From the first SIDA assisted women’s self help group in 1986 to an RI 
programme in 2007 it has been a long but fulfilling journey. 

As mentioned earlier SMRC’s advocacy programme has been very strong at 
the national level and international. Besides including it in the National 
level IAWS platform, it also promoted women’s rights in the UN Convention 
on the Rights of persons with disabilities and has taken it up as a major 
programme in its implementation.

One of the important methods of doing this has been using media and 
research. As such in 1999 it brought women from across India together 
in an interface with the media. Anuradha Mohit, Sandhya Limaye all well 
known activists joined in the venture as did leading media houses such 
as NDTV, ZEE, etc.,

RI and SMRC have recently joined forces to implement a project through 
a rural business school aimed at building the capacity of women with 
disabilities in four states in eastern India. SMRC is assisting the women with 
disabilities as they set up their small businesses, such as cyber cafes, video

Promoting Gender Rights for the United Nation Convention

At IAWS – inter facing with the women’s movement
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video services, mobile phone repair and rental booths, by helping them join 
self-help organizations and acquire loans in hi tech business. In addition 
to the encouragement of economic independence for women with disabilities, 
the program will also support the women in their self-advocacy efforts for 
their inclusion in the Indian Government’s Reproductive Health Care program. 
This SMRC-RI project takes a multi-faceted approach to promoting the 
women’s rights to work and health, and will hopefully achieve the aim of 
greater inclusion of women with disabilities in the community.
Research has included bringing out India’s first book on women and Disability 
(Sage 2003 by Asha Hans and Annie Patri our physiotherapist). UNDP 
sponsored a study on the status of women with disabilities in India in 
which Dr. S.B. Agnihotri, a high level bureaucrat and a writer on women’s 
issues assisted. One new initiative was the inclusion of looking budgets 
where the women were concerned in which Amrita Patel of Utkal University 
did a creditable job. 

Our pioneering work on women has also included their needs in disasters.Media & Women with disabilities

Initiating a Rehabilitation International Program on Women with Disabilities 
(Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik lighting the lamp)

The Excluded now being included through the RI - SMRC initiative
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The Rights of Children

Children are the closest to my heart. I cannot see them hurt in any way. 
That is why each year SMRC hosts large number of children to go on 
pleasure outings and see that these places are accessible to them. It was 
this desire that made SMRC take an active part in Abylimpics even though 
the Eastern Zone was represented by the Spastics Society in Kolkata.  It

was also the policy of SMRC to include children in all legislation which 
was not specific to children. The CBR program, Camps with Rotary and 
Disaster Management etc were part of this desire to provide children with 
disabilities an equal access to rights. Inclusive education has been part of 
our progarmmes since 1985.

Abilympics

Leisure

Children from Indigenous areas

Disability & Inclusive Education

Collective Therapy

Corrective Surgery
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SMRC situated in Bhubaneswar Orissa has been campaigning fro the Rights 
of Disabled in Disaster Preparedness and Management and since 1999. 

In 1999 a cyclone of an intense magnitude hit the coast of Orissa in India. 
 The response to the ‘super cyclone’ did not include the disabled, though 
SMRC as member of the UN and State Coordination Committee tried that 
disabled be included in policy and implementation. As there was complete 
chaos, disability was an issue far from policy makers, implementers and 
donor’s views.

SMRC’s Campaign on Inclusion of Disability in Disaster Response

Despite SMRC’s campaign the response was simply 
not there. SMRC with financial assistance of Cord 
Aid and later Action Aid started to provide relief 
and rehabilitation to the disabled affected by the 
cyclone. It resettled about 3000 persons with 
disabilities in the process, in the area of Jagatsingpur 
which was affected the most.  
The methodology was comprehensive rehabilitation 
of disabled from medical treatment, barrier free 
housing to social inclusion. At this stage preparedness 
could not be taken up. In 2004 after recurring 
floods had hit the State and in India disasters 
were coming to the forefront, SMRC then initiated 
a full-fledged campaign on disaster preparedness 
and response. Since 2004 its work has included

Lobbying, Research, Advocacy and Training. It developed a Training Manual 
and a tool kit to address needs of disabled.

Lobbying has been at International, National and local levels. We are proud 
that we played a role in introducing Article 11 in the UNCRPD which 
promotes inclusion of disability issues in emergencies, conflicts etc. We also 
promoted the idea at the RI Assembly and especially the Global Forum for 
Health Research conferences and research. In this Don Mackay gave a patient 
hearing and Tomas helped us promote the idea in RI and Mary Anne Burke 
in the Global Forum. Maria Reina (Syracuse University), Anne Hayes (USAID), 
Judith Heumann (GPDD) Pia Rockhold (World Bank) and Moira Horgan Jones 
(DPI) many others assisted in moving the Campaign forward.

Campaigning at the Global Forum for Health Research and setting up an 
International Task force – Mary Anne Burke & Monica Bartley

With Gen N.C.Vij vice chairman National disaster Management Authority – 
Negotiating for inclusion of disability issues in the Disaster Management Act

Teaching  Management of Disability
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In India, General Vij, Chairperson of NDMA, the apex authority in India 
assisted in including it in the National Act and made me a member of 
the Task Force which would oversee disaster issues in India. OSDMA under 
Aurobindo Behera and Sunderay assisted in its inclusion in the Orissa Relief 
code. G. Padmanabhan at UNDP included the issue in the E solution and 
the World Bank carried out a special e discussion with us as one of the 
partners (Others being CIR and IDDC).

Among funding agencies it was earlier (1999) Action Aid and Cord Aid and 
since 2004 Dan Church Aid which came forward with assistance. The issue 
was new and in the early 2000s, even Handicap International, Red Cross 
or UN agencies did not come to help out with the Campaign.
With assistance from the Ministry of Social Justice which then found acceptance 
from Concern World Wide, UNDP, NIDM and NDMA, an international conference 
was organized in Bhubaneswar in January 2008.

Taking the Campaign on Inclusion of Disability in Disaster Management forward - 2008

Inaccessible Cyclone Shelter Creating accessibility
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Our Future

What do I see in the future? For SMRC I visualize the organization being 
run by persons with disabilities - I am sure my sister Asha will help me 
fulfill this vision. In the disability movement I want to see a more democratic 
approach. It is driven from above and there are many divisive forces. I 
hope this will end one day soon and we will all go forward in solidarity. 

In implementation, specific steps are still required, not only for prevention, 
but also to ensure that persons with disabilities are able to participate 
fully in the development process, obtain a fair share of the benefits, and 
claim their rights as full and equal members of society.

Looking up at the Stars

Poverty is both a cause and consequence of disability. Poverty and disability 
reinforce each other, contributing to increased vulnerability and exclusion. 
Social exclusion is often the hardest barrier to overcome, and is usually 
associated with feelings of shame, fear and rejection. Negative stereotypes 
are commonly attached to disability. People with disabilities are often 
assigned a low social status and in some cases are considered worthless.

The consequences are particularly severe for women with disabilities who
are also subject to social, cultural and economic disadvantages due to gender 
/ discrimination.

Recently however, there have been changes in attitude, emphasizing what 
is often termed a social model of disability. This places the emphasis on 
promoting social change that empowers and incorporates the experiences 
of people with disabilities, asking society itself to adapt. There is increasing 
recognition that, term disability does not simply express a medical condition 
but a complex system of social restrictions emanating from discrimination. 
Empowerment, participation and equal control become the means of overcoming 
a disability rather than medical care alone.

Cross – cultural differences in the interpretation of disability show that 
the lives of people with disabilities are made more difficult not so much 
by their specific impairment as by the way society interprets and reacts 
to disability.

The key to ensure the best use of scarce resources is to listen to people 
with disabilities and to take full account of their views in making decisions 
as well as tackling negative attitudes in society as a whole.
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Deposing before the General Assembly on ‘Freedom From Fear’ in 2005

As we meet today standing poised between the shadows and the sunlight 
it is up to us which path we take. The path can be lonely if we do not 
unite. In unity and solidarity lies our strength. Believing in the above, I 
read this appeal to the General Assembly prepared by the organization. I 
represent the Shanta Memorial Rehabilitation Centre from India. 

I read 

“You have excluded us the already excluded and we see that the persons 
with disabilities are being made invisible and rarely figure in your policies 
and thoughts. As we struggle against odds, a situation created by what 
Gandhi called the greed of rich people, we remind you that our disabilities, 
by and large, result directly from conditions such as armed conflict, communal 
violence, man made disasters and lack of heathcare which are not of our 
own making.

Why do I come to this august body, because if we did not create this 
situation of fear it is not possible to remove it on our own - we need 
your help. The international community for instance is responsible for armed 
conflict which can directly create disability while a conflict is ongoing or 
as an aftermath where land mines result in thousands getting disabilities 
- mostly women and children. Conflict creates inequality, discrimination and 
fear.  During disasters such as the Tsunami the persons with disabilities 
either died in large numbers as they could not flee and were excluded 
from all programmes and policies.

Though we have struggled, our efforts have rarely benefited the persons 
with disabilities poor, especially in the rural areas and the women and 
other marginalized who are victims of tragedies.

The United Nations Declaration of Basic Principles of Justice for Victims of 
Crime and Abuse of Power (40/34) and Basic Principles and Guidelines on 
the Right to a Remedy and Reparation for Victims of Gross Violations of 
International Human Rights Law and Serious Violations of International 
Humanitarian Law (Resolution 2004/34 Rev. 1 October 2004 adopted on 
13 April, 2005) create spaces for victims and compensation.
I ask you is the compensation going to give me back my limbs? Is the 
aid even going to reach poor persons with disabilities – an agricultural 
worker in India or Afghanistan?   The people with physical and psychological 
trauma are rarely cared for in the poor countries they live in. The questions 
we need to ask are---did they make the weapons,  did they fight the wars.

I believe that actions such as these as well as the degradation of the 
environment by large corporate sectors on the global scene provide the 
bases for natural disasters but do they do anything much to stop the 
destruction. Are not our rights violated when we have no role in creating
situations which affect their lives?

I appeal to your sense of justice to remove this fear from our lives.

• To eradicate the extreme poverty and social sanctions which the majority 
of people especially persons with disabilities encounter across the world 

• Providing the space for generating a constructive national discussion 
around the MDG for inclusion of disability issues which have been left 
out. 

• States should be required to design and revise laws to ensure that all 
people’s are accorded full and equal rights

• United Nations and States support to civil society networks 
• States must be actively engage in the transformation of customs and 

traditions that discriminate against anyone
• Sanctions against marriage of persons with disabilities persons 
• Forced sterilization of women challenged with mental retardation

Can we together and in solidarity bring to the notice of the General 
Assembly that what is required is a comprehensive understanding of 
the root causes of underdevelopment? 

• We must unite in active engagement to create positive change
•  Access to space and finances for activists affected by conflict to consult 

together on the regional aspects of conflict resolution and peace-building;
The exclusion and systemic undervaluing of people with disabilities perpetuates 
a cycle of poverty and isolation.  The world of fear confronts the people 
who have no economic or political strength and no voice .

Can we then take up the work together to “Ban War?” and create a world 
of equity.  Let us not forget what the poet Tagore, said in his poem 

Mind without fear 
Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high; 
Where the mind is led forward by thee into ever-widening thought and 
action---

I make a representation to the General Assembly on behalf of persons with 
disabilities. Will you give this a thought why a community is excluded ?
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SOME MILESTONES

1985 Shanta Memorial Rehabilitation Centre (SMRC) was established

1986 Joint Forum  Action for Disability 

1986 Started one of the first International Integrated and Comprehensive 
Community Based Rehabilitation  Program in the Disability Field

1987 Established the first Project With Industry for Disabled in Orissa 
in the field of  Electronics

1989 The first Safety critical care medicine training program for the

workers of the State Electricity Board was organized

Campaigning for Political Rights [The right to vote]

1990 Established the first Integrated Computer Education & Training 
Program for the Disabled in Orissa

1991 Regional Conference of the International Medical Society of Paraplegia 
for the developing countries in the  Asia Pacific Region.

1993 Child Rights special   focus on leisure activities

1994 Established the first Comprehensive Integrated Health, Education & 
Rehabilitation  Community Based Program for the Tribal people in 
Nowrangpur, Orissa

1995 Established the first Comprehensive and Multi Disciplinary Spinal 
Injuries

Rehabilitation & Research Unit  in the Eastern Region. 

Spearheaded the Advocacy Program in Orissa for the Rights of the 
Disabled and the National Act 

1997 In coordination with the National Movement a program was launched 
for the implementation of the Disability Act with its notification.

Conducted Bridge Courses under RCI in the state of Orissa

1999 Launched  the Campaign for Disabled Women's Rights. 

A series of  District Level workshops  in a cluster of district approach 
have been designed on the Implementation of the Disability Act 
1995, for the benefit of the District functionaries, PWDs  and NGOs.

With two Presidents
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Inclusion of Disability in Disasters 

Ashok Hans, Executive Vice President received the National Award 
for the individual for his outstanding work in the field welfare of 
disability

2000 The Transit  Home was setup for the care & Rehabilitation for the 
severely disabled was setup in the state of Orissa.

2001 Setup our own Orthotic & Prosthetic Unit

Organized the Regional Abilympic competition in Bhubaneswar for 
the State of Orissa, Bihar & Jharkand.

Conducted the National Orientation programs for the PHC doctors 
in Disability Management 

Organized a statewide campaign and workshop on “Disability & The 
Law”

2002 Inclusive Education

Rights of urban slum children 

2003 A book on “Women, Disability & Identity” was published by Sage 
and released globally.

Started to work in slums of Bhubaneswar for the children in inclusion 
education, health and nutrition.

2004 Conducted fitment camps for artificial limbs and calipers in collaboration 
with Bhagwan Mahaveer Vikalang Sahayata Samiti

Organized Corrective Surgery Camp in collaboration with Rotary Club 
North in December 2004

Launched the International Campaign for Inclusion of Disability in 
Disaster Management  Conference of IAWS and bringing in women 
with disabilities in the mainstream

2005 Conducted an International Satellite Meet on “Setting International 
Standards for the Inclusion of Disability in Disaster Response” in 
Mumbai at the Global Health Research Forum 9

The organization deposed before the UN General Assembly on issues 
of role of Civil Society

The organization received the consultative status to the UN Adhoc 
committee ENABLE

2006 Participated in the negotiation of  the UNCRPD

The organization received the status of Associate Member, Rehabilitation 
International

Carried out a UNDP Study on the Status of Women with Disabilities. 

Participated in the World Bank E – Discussion on Disaster & disability

Mr.Ashok Hans received Life Time Achievement Award by the 
Government of Orissa for is outstanding work in field of disability 

2007 Attended the Global Forum 11, Beijing on Disaster Management & 
spoke on disability promoting a research agenda

Launched the Women with Disabilities program with Rehabilitation 
International in India.

2008 Conducted and International Conference on Inclusion of persons with
disabilities in disaster preparedness
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Some Messages

O knowledgeable seer, Ashok ji, remembering you all through looking to 
the heaven.

The journey from the holy motherland to the unknown place of vacuum 
is not known to anybody. 

The way you served the humanity - your name is reckoned in history. 

You are the geography and could prove how the disabled is able to serve 
the humanity. 

Our Lord Jagannath, having no hand and leg, thy infinity coherence is 
recognized  through your august sacrifice.

O my dearest departed soul we cannot return your gift to the nation.

  Tomas Lagerwall, Secretary General, Rehabilitation   International

I had the pleasure of coming to know Ashok Hans at an ICTA seminar in 
Bombay 1986 and we held contacts since then. Ashok became paraplegic 
after a traffic accident. After a long rehabilitation, where his sister Dr Asha 
Hans played a very active role, he started a spinal cord injury center in 
Bhubaneswar, Orissa, one of the poorest states of India called Shanta Memorial 
Rehabilitation Centre (SMRC). SMRC was unique in many ways. It was a 
consumer driven spinal cord injury centre in a very poor and remote area 
of India. 

Ashok managed to convince the government to take over the spinal cord 
injury center, which gave SMRC the possibility to start other activities, 
including a Community-Based Rehabilitation (CBR) program in rural areas, 
which is now self sustained, women's projects and recently disaster and 
relief programs.  

SMRC, which is an RI member is working with the RI Secretariat on a project 
promoting the rights of women with disabilities in four poor states of India 
in the Bengal area. This project is the result of Ashok and his sister Asha's 
commitment to support groups of persons with disabilities that are 
underprivileged.
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Ashok was a very warm and caring person, with a wonderful sense of humor 
and full of ideas on how to improve living conditions for persons with 
disabilities. Ashok attended RI's Governing Assembly and seminar in New 
York in August 2006 and had hoped to participate in our World Congress 
in Quebec. 

Our thoughts are with Ashok's sisters Asha and Anu, other relatives and 
friends. We miss and mourn a dear friend and dedicated disability advocate 
and leader.

Pia Rockhold, World Bank
Senior Health Consultant 
The Disability & Development Team, World Bank, Washington DC 

In the close to four years that I have been working in the area of disability 
and development for the World Bank I have meet a lot of outstanding 
people devoted to the inclusion of people living with functional impairment 
or disabilities. But you and your brother have a particular big place in 
my heart and it is with great sadness that I hear about the death of Ashok 
Hans. Please accept my deepest sympathy.

Ashok Hans was a truly inspirational personality, a great human being. He 
will always be with us. 

first met Ashok Hans, as a friend of a friend on a sunny day in Washington 
DC. On that very day I immediately felt embraced by his love, compassion 
and commitment. He was a truly inspirational and wise person. Outstanding 
not only in his strong devotion to the rights of people with disabilities, 
and his work in the area of disability and disaster, but even more so in 
his innovative and inspirational work for rehabilitation of people with spinal 
cord injuries. 

The Shanta Memorial Center (SMRC) came out of his leadership. SMRC works 
to rehabilitate people - give them a voice and enable them to obtain a 
life worth living. SMRC has adopted the essential principle that is returning 
or integrating a person to his or her home, community and work to establish 
a happy, productive life. Without the strong support and unwavering dedication 
of Ashok Hans this would never have been possible. 

Ashok Hans not only influenced my life, but many others with me.

Ashok Hans remains a true inspiration to how we all have the ability to 
live our lives to the fullest in pursue of happiness. His positive life view 
and compassionate nature along with his enthusiastic belief in a better 
world changed this world to a better place.

Ashok Hans’ contribution to the global Gross National Happiness is beyond 
measurability a true accomplishment far beyond the Millennium Development 
Goals.

His work was rooted reality and the small things that make a true difference.

In honor of Ashok Hans, I would like to make a notion that we all contribute

to make the Shanta Memorial Center a true Memorial to remind us all of 
the real purpose of our day-to-day involvement in development aid globally 
and locally. 

Helmut Madersbacher

Past President, IMSoP, Neuro-urologist, Austira

With great mourning for Ashok I received your message that Ashok has 
passed away after having suffered for several weeks despite all the efforts 
of modern medicine.

Ashok was a great man who, himself severely handicapped, dedicated his 
life to helping others suffering from spinal cord injury by building up the 
Shanta Memorial Rehabilitation Center. I have known Ashok for more

than 20 years and I have seen the work that he and his organisation has 
been doing. The rehabilitation of persons with spinal cord injury is difficult 
especially in a country like India. With his empathy, patience, ingenuity, 
knowledge and help of various people which he could convince that such 
a center is necessary. In the Bhubaneswar area, I remember when he wrote 
me that on July 18th,1985 the Shanta Memorial Rehabilitation Center was 
registered as a non-profit group (NGO). 

Although himself suffering from the consequences of high spinal cord injury 
he was always a friendly and kind personality and it was always a pleasure 
to talk with him and to discuss the topics.

It was a really great pleasure and satisfaction for me that I could help 
him in regards to his own disability, which gave him the opportunity to 
lead a more full life. It was always a great pleasure for us to have him, 
you and Baboo here in Innsbruck. I will keep Ashok in my memory as a 
wonderful man who put all his efforts into his beloved Shanta Memorial 
Rehabilitation Center. 

He deserves to remain in our hearts and in our brain.

Dear Asha, I understand, these weeks were also very difficult to you and I 
thank you for all what you did for Ashok. I hope that you find a personality 
who would continue Asha's work. If I could help you in one or the other 
way it will be a pleasure for me to support you and the Shanta Memorial 
Rehabilitation Center.

Please, again, receive my deep expression of sympathy for Ashok.
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Betty Reardon

Teachers College, Columbia University, New York, USA

Dearest Asha;

I am blessed to have known Ashok whose perseverance and courage inspired 
and whose loving presence warmed the heart. He gave more to the world 
than most of far greater physical strength. I will pray for his peaceful rest. 
I know that his spirit is in a place of light.

United Nationals Special Rapporteur on Disability

Sheikha Hissa Al Thani

Dear Asha Hans,

The Special Rapporteur, Shiekha Hissa Al Thani, and all of us at the Office 
of the Special Rapporteur, would like to convey our sincere condolences 
on the death of Ashok Hans. We are all very sorry for your loss and 
saddened by his passing.

We have no doubt that the work he spearheaded in founding and presiding 
over the Shanta Memorial Rehabilitation Centre (SMRC) will carry his name 
for generations to come. His reputation as tireless advocate for the rights 
of persons with disabilities will be an example to be followed for many 
activists and advocates in the future. He will especially be remembered 
as a pioneer for the cause of persons with disabilities in crisis situations 
and in times of natural disasters. We have always regretted not being able

to take advantage of the opportunity to visit Ashok in his element and 
where he does his work earlier this year.

Please convey to all those who will mourn Ashok with you, our support 
and solidarity with all of you and we share your loss and pain.

We pray to God to grant you the patience to deal with your loss and 
the solace that his achievements and his life’s work can bring you.

May his memory live on and may his soul rest in peace.

Sheikha Hissa Al Thani and all staff of the office

atma Abdullah

Tarek Abouelnnel, Ma’moun Al Khob, Ala’ Al Sheikh, Ayman Balsha, Thuraya 
Khalil, Girish Piryani, Rawda Al Saadi

Burke Mary Anne

Global Forum for Health Research

Although I knew Ashok was not well, this news came today as such a shock. 
Ashok was such a quiet, gentle person who by his very presence inspired 
us all to be better persons. A fierce advocate for disabled peoples, he was 
an inspiring leader in India and on the global stage particularly around 
issues of disability and disasters. I will feel his loss tremendously, as I know 
you will too. His spirit will live on in the collective work we do, carrying 
his torch forward. 

My thoughts and prayers are with you during this time.

Lenore Manderson PhD FASSA FWAAS

Hillel Friedland Fellow and Visiting Professor, School of Public Health, Faculty 
of Health Sciences, The University of the Witwatersrand

Professor, School of Psychology, Psychiatry and Psychological Medicine, Faculty 
of, Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences, and, School of Political and Social 
Inquiry, Faculty of Arts, Monash University  , Victoria  3800  Australia, Phone: 
+ 613 9903 4047, Fax:   + 613 9903 4508

All of us share in small ways the sorrow at his passing, and the joy of

having ever met Ashok. 

Pia, thank you for writing this moving personal tribute and for sharing it 
with us.

Asha, all our thoughts are with you.

Philip O’Keefe

World Bank, New Delhi

Asha-Ji:

I have just returned from leave to find this deeply saddening news.  What 
a terrible loss for you and your family and for a much wider group of 
people who were touched (sometimes without even knowing it) by Ashok's 
life and efforts.

Ashok was a truly outstanding person in every respect.  Warm, generous 
with his time and insights, smart as hell but not showy about it, dogged 
in his pursuit of opportunities and equality for people with disabilities and 
more specifically for those in Orissa.  He had the rare quality of being 
absolutely comfortable and engaged with people from the very highest levels 
of policy and politics right down to the most remote tribal villagers.  But



also - and what I will remember him for most dearly - he had a wicked 
sense of humour, always looking for fun in a situation, and also using his 
barbs to expose the silly side of difficult situations and people.  Every visit 
with him was a source of joy and inspiration.  I can not begin to imagine 
your sense of loss, but please know that you are very much in my thoughts.

Shuchita Sharmin

Assistant Professor, Department of Development Studies, Kala Bhaban 4th 
Floor, University of Dhaka, Dhaka 1000, Bangladesh

I don't have words to express my sorrow.

It is to remember his efforts and contribution to the field of development; 
his contributions were not specific to any special theme, I believe it was 
for development in a possible holistic form.

Kanubhai Tailor

President, DWTI, Surat.

Ashokbhai was just like my honourable big brother. I got inspiration from 
him. Though he was totally physically handicapped otherwise his will power 
was very strong and he worked hard. He was an idol of inspiration for 
all handicapped people and all institution.

Jayshree Ravindran

ABILITY FOUNDATION,

He was a great man and lived a great life. Not everyone could have achieved 
what he did. And you were a pillar of support to him. I am just at a loss 
for words. Life is full of precious moments and I am proud that we met 
at some point in this life and greatly cherish every moment when we met. 
I'm sure you will surge ahead further with his dreams. 

BROWN, Douglas J.

Director, Victorian Spinal Cord Service, Austin Health, 145 Studley Road, 
Heidelberg  Victoria  3084, Australia 

He was a very kind, hospitable, caring person, who, with strong family 
support, accomplished much. Please accept my sincere condolences to you, 
the rest of the family, friends and close colleagues. You will miss him a 
lot. At least you have wonderful memories to remind you of him. The spinal 
cord service is also a reminder. I am sure you will all keep it going in 
memory of your mother and of Ashok.

I hope that our links will continue. Please keep in touch regarding the 
spinal cord service. 

KG.Mathaikutty, LWS India

Program Coordinator, Risk Management, DP & Emergency Response, Lutheran 
World Service - India, 84 Dr. Suresh Sarkar Road,, Kolkata - 700 014 (India)

With his departure we all lost a nice soul and sincere colleague in the 
social sector.

His untiring effort was instrumental make SMRC a different one from other 
similar  institutions and its contributions have benefited many.   Ashok's 
initiatives and contribution especially in the achievements on nationwide 
recognition of the special needs of physically challenged persons in disaster 
situation, inclusion in the sphere standard, etc.

32

Dan Church Aid



Mathew Pickard

Concern Worldwide

Ashok was a man of great enthusiasm and drive, it was an honour for 
me to have known him and to be considered a friend of his. He has inspired 
many and I am sure his memory will go on to inspire many more.

This comes with my love and support at this difficult time. If there is 
anything I can do please do let me know.

Dr. Il-Yung Lee

RI Asia Pacific Vice President, I Asia-Pacific Secretariat , Korean Society for 
Rehabilitation of Persons with Disabilities

Dear colleague,

We are very sad to hear of the loss of our friend Mr. Ashok Hans.

His devoted life in promoting lives of persons with disability will remain 
as an outstanding remark not only among people who benefited from his 
help, but among us who remember his wonderful deeds and warm heart. 

Sending our deepest sympathy to his family, friends and colleagues. 

Dr. Uma Tuli

Former Commissioner Disability (India) & Amarjyoti, New Delhi

We are deeply grieved to learn about the sad demise of  dear Ashok.  It 
is very difficult to put in words what a great loss it is for our country.

Ashok, with his innovative ideas, commitment, dedication and sensitivity for 
the cause served humanity, specially, disabiity sector all his life.  He, ofcourse, 
had your  gracious support which he would mention and every one is 
aware of the great support he derived from both his sisters Asha & Anu.

Amar Jyoti and National Abilympic assocition of India will remember how 
the first Regional Abilympic event was flagged off by him in Orissa in 2001. 
We will always cherish the constant support we all had under his dynamic 
leadership.

Ashok's wonderful sense of humour will also be remembered by each one 
of us.  His indomitable spirit will always remain an inspiration for all those 
who knew him.

We all pray for the departed soul and hope that God will give strength 
to al the members of his family for whom  it certainly is an irreparable 
loss.

God bless

Sudha Kaul, JICP

Sudha Kaul, JICP

He was such a wonderful and warm person .,I will always treasure his 
memory. There are few people who carried their personal pain with such 
dignity and who always encouraged others. Could you please send me your 
phone no. would like to talk to you if I may. We are all deeply grieved.   

Bhushan Punani

Executive Director, BPA, Chairperson, ICEVI West Asia, C/O Blind People's 
Association, Jagdish Patel Chowk, Vastrapur, Ahmedabad 380 015 India

Respected Ashaji,

I am shocked to learn of sad demise of Shri Askhokji. I just can not believe 
that someone with whom I spent such a wonderful time during the workshop 
has already moved to his final destination. All my colleagues, Trustees and 
Staff of the Blind People's Association, specially Mrs. Nandini Munshaw, General 
Secretary; Mr. Harish Panchal, Director; Nandini Rawal, Director, Mr. F J 
Porwal, Secretary share our great grief and give our heartfelt condolences 
to all the family members. We all pray to the Almighty to grant peace to 
the departed soul and give strength to the family member to bear this 
tremendous loss.

Ashok has been a great friend a professional colleague for the last 2 
decades. It was always a great pleasure meeting him and sharing our 
common thoughts on many issues. I admire his warmth, friendly nature and 
professional acumen. In his demise, the country has lost a stalwart, crusader 
of the cause of the persons with disabilities and a missionary in the true 
spirit of the word. I have personally lost a great friend and a admirer.

May the departed soul rest in peace.

Reena Sen, IICP

Dear Ashaji

My colleagues and I at the Indian Institute of Cerebral Plasy Kolkata are 
deeply sorry to hear of Ashokji's demise. The news came as a shock as in 
spite of his physical frailty Ashokji always appeared invincible and strong. 
He will be a great loss, as he was not only a role model but a man of 
courage and principles that was ably complemented with an infectious sense 
of humour. 

Our deepest sympathies and condolences are with you and the family as 
also our prayers that he is at peace.

With kind regards

Aruna Dalmia,
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Aruna Dalmia,

Chairperson. Akshay Pratishthan

Dear Asha,

We are deeply grieved to learn about the sad demise of dear Ashokji. It 
is a great loss for our country. 

We pray to the almighty so that you may get strength to bear this loss. 

Wg Cdr Kapoor 

Moira Horgan Jones (Ex-DPI)

My sincere sympathies to you and your family.  What a great loss to human 
kind.  Your brother's work made a difference in the lives of so many in 
India and indeed around the global...he will be sadly missed.  

It is indeed  very sad moment for SMRC.I can recall all my meetings with 
Ashok during my term at NAAI. I always found him to be smiling and it 
was pleasure to talk to him. I was present at SMRC for the First Regionals 
and can recall his hospitality, his management and other works which went 
in to make the event a grand success . We shall miss him.

Shantha Rau, RI

Thank you for letting us know – and we are quite saddened by this news. 
I wish you much strength and peace of mind at this difficult time. As you 
mentioned, we will all continue to follow Ashok’s example in the work that 
we do. I feel some solace in having had the honor of getting to know 
Ashok and will continue to be inspired by his strength and vision.

I would be really happy to speak to you about ways to support the Center. 
Perhaps we can speak in the coming weeks about some ideas.

Antony Swamy, Katpadi

So sorry to hear that Hans passed away some days ago, my heartfelt 
condolences. When he was in a coma, it should have been a much more 
difficult time for you. 

As you probably know, I am retired and continue to stay in Katpadi, Vellore. 
It is one of my unfulfilled plans to visit you and Hans. That did not happen 
I can only pray that God gives you the strength to bear the loss and rest 
his noble soul in eternal peace.

Right now I am spending two months with my son and his family in San 
Diego and plan to return home at the end of September.
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Sujata, NIDM

I am extremely shocked to hear this. I pray God to grant salvation to his 
eternal soul. Kindly let me know in case there is anything I can do for 
the organisation.

Dr Hu huhana

I did not know, thank you for sharing. I never met them but certainly the 
work I had read. Definitely missed. 

Hu

Tara Hopkins

Sabanci University, Istanbul

I am so, so sorry to hear of Ashok. Know that meeting Ashok and having 
some time with him had a profound impact on my being - I am a better 
person for having met that wonderful brother of yours.

I send you a hug full of love and strength. Just reach out if you feel you 
need more - no quota on the love there.

Matlin, Stephen, GFHR 

We were very pleased to have his participation in our Forums and admired 
and appreciated both his courage and his professional inputs. The world 
has lost an important leader and advocate for the inclusion of disabled 
people.

Monica Bartley, West Indies

I am sorry to hear this sad news. Ashok has contributed significantly in 
advancing the cause of persons with disabilities in particular in the area 
of disaster management, which will be a lasting monument to his memory. 
We know how difficult it must be for you and your family at this time 
but do take comfort in  the fact that our prayers are with you and we 
share your sense of loss.

May his soul rest in peace.

Kwagala Betty 

Oh sorry for the death of our colleague Ashok Hans he has died at the
time we needed him most as a community of disability frantnity globally.

We will always remember his contributions.

Sincere sympathy to the family members.



Mary Chamie

Formerly UN

We shall miss Ashok and will always remember him as an inspiration in 
our lives.  He had a great ability to bring people together  and to help 
others to focus on concerns that are often overlooked by mainstream 
planners . He was so personable in his treatment of others . 

Syed Sulaiman Shah

Programme Officer (DRR), Concern Worldwide Pakistan , Mob: + 92-300 
8380681, Concern, 52/55 Lower Camden Street, Dublin 2, Ireland 

I remember his hard work for arranging conference on disaster and disability 
and his contribution to overall humanitarian assistance. This is a big lost 
for his family and disability which he was a great asset for them. 

May his soul rest in peace.

Dipankar Dasgupta

Though I met him for a brief number of years, he was a source of inspiration 
to me and many like me. In his passing away, I have lost a close friend 
of mine whom I used to always admire & respect. If in any way, I could 
be of any help to take forward his dream, please do let me know. 

Meenakshi Kathel, UNDP

My heartfelt condolences . Our prayers are with the family.

Take care

Mobility India

Ms. Albina Shankar - Director, Amit Kumar - Assistant Director

It is shocking for us to know about Ashok Hans’ demise, Our heartiest 
condolence from All of us at Mobility India.

Kabir Faizal

I am feeling like...I have lost my brother...I don't know what to say...But 
lets keep continue what he wanted to dream for people with disabilities 
in disaster management.

Omita Goyal, Routeledge

In Ashok’s passing I have lost a personal friend and an incredible symbol 
of courage. Some people touch your life even if you don’t spend a lot of 
time with them. I will always cherish the time I spent with him, short as 
the visits were. I hope he didn’t suffer.

I will always remember him

Maya Thomas, Bangalore

I know how much of an inspiration Ashok was to everyone - it will be 
impossible to find another like him.

With deepest sympathies.

Tamasin

Ph.D Scholar

I remember speaking with Ashok for over an hour in his room and I was 
particularly moved by his humility, grace, warmth and purity. So much so 
that I was pondering about it all the way back to Cuttack. Of course, since 
his untimely passing I have been recollecting those feelings and treasuring 
the memory of my short time with him. 

I am having special meditation for him so that he may continue his journey 
with the greatest fortune and the deepest peace. He has earned this right 
on his own anyway, but at least perhaps I can support him on his spiritual 
travels.

Jyotiranjan Rath

Chief Manager, Punjab National Bank, Circle Office, Janpath, Ashok Nagar, 
Bhubaneswar

Ashok Sir was a elder brother to me. I had met him in 1996 for the 1st 
time and instantly I felt that the struggle for a dignified life can well be 
won  he has done it being a disable person myself and always struggling 
with odds int he life and the approach of society towards disability I started 
respecting him as an elder brother. Later on I come to know that he was 
the first wheelchair bound person in Orissa who came out in the open from 
the four walls to assert his right for a normal and dignified life. He was 
a leader. He used to dream big for the disables, He has braught meaning 
to many lives whenever I have met him. He used to me  some smiling 
and in a spirited mood. He was jovial with his small jokes he used to show 
what is life. His demise is a personal loss.

I salute the man, his spirit and his mission. I pray god may peace come 
to the great soil.

President

Disability Association, Nuapada

Sir, On behalf of Dist Disabled Association, Nuapada please accept our deepest 
sympathy and greif on the heaven abode of Sri Ashok Han’s on 18.07.2008 
(which  we leran from Newspapers). He will be remembered for his dedicated 
rehabi l i tat ion services towards the people with disabi l i ty.

May the havenly safe rest in peace.

Inderjit Khurana and 

Staff of Ruchika School and Ruchika Social Service Organisation

Dear Asha and the Hans Family,

We send this note with deep felt sorrow for you and all members of the 
family.

Your loss must be beyond words. We share in your sorrow Ashok was larger 
than life. Despite his handicap he was a crusader for the poor and always 
placed others above himself.

In him, we have lost a friend, a mentor and guide and we shall miss him 
sorely.
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International Level

l Kessler’s Institute for Rehabilitation for Paraplegia, New Jersey

l J.MacDonald Training Centre for Adult MR, Tampa Florida

l Mayor’s Office for the Handicapped. Equal Opportunities & Implementation 
of Disability U.S. Bill’83, New York

l Boston Memorial Hospital

l NYU Medical Centre, New York

l International Centre for the Disabled, New York

l Abilities Rehabilitation Centre, Tampa, Florida

l Shenton Park Rehabilitation Hospital for Severe SCI, Perth

l Bad Haring Centre for Paraplegia, Innsbruck

l National Spinal Injuries Centre for Paraplegia, Stoke Mandeville, London\

l St. Vivian’s Congenital Disabilities, Paris

l Spinal Injuries Unit, Austin Hospital, Australia

l Margaret  Trench Medical Rehab Centre, Hong Kong 

l University Kliniken, Innsbruck, Austria

l Paralysed Veterens of America National Spinal 

l Centre De Readaptation, Mulhouse Sedex, France  

l Rusk Institute of Medicine, New York,  USA

l Rehabilitation International, New York

l Global Forum for Health Research, Switzerland

l DPI

l Spinal Injury Association, UK

l Association Western Arsocial
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National Level

l Institute for Physically Handicapped (IPH), New Delhi

l Amar Jyoti Trust New Delhi

l National Association of Critical Care  Medicine, New Delhi

l Rehabilitation Council of India (RCI) New Delhi

l National Institute for Orthopaedically Handicapped (NIOH), Calcutta

l CBR Forum, Bangalore  CBR Network, Bangalore 

l Mobility India, Bangalore, Calcutta

l DanChurch Aid

l Action Aid, Bangalore ;Special Needs, Bangalore

l SEVA, Bangalore’ SEVAK, Kolkata

l CMC Hospital (Dept. of Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation), 

l Worth Trust, Vellore CARITaS India New Delhi

l Amarjoti Trust, New Delhi

l Armed Forces Command Hospital and Paraplegic Home, Pune

l Sports for the Disabled, Calcutta

l Spastic Society of Eastern  India, Calcutta

District Level
l In  all Districts

DanChurch Aid

Kanubhai Tailor

l HOPE Paraplegic centre, Patna

l ADD India, Bangalore

l Madras Paraplegic Project, Chennai Australian High Commission, Delhi

l Indian Spinal Injury Centre (ISIC), New Delhi 

l British High Commission, Delhi  

l Danida, 

l VRC, Patna

l J.M.Institution of Speech and hearing, Patna 

l National Disaster Management Authority, New Delhi

l National Inst itute for Disaster Management, New Delhi

l Radha Memorial Rehabilitation Centre, Chattisgarh

l Commitments, Hyderabad (Andra Pradesh)

l Association for women with disabilities (AWWD), Kolkatta 

Local Level

l Vocational Rehabilitation Centre (VRC), 

l Artificial Limb Manufacturing Corporation (ALIMCO), 

l National Institute of Rehabilitation Training And Research (NIRTAR), 

l District Rehabilitation Centres (DRC) 

l Indian Red Cross Society  (Orissa Branch)

l Chetana Institution for the MR, Bhubaneswar

l Open Learning System, Bhubaneswar

l Aaina

l Swabhiman, Bhubaneswar

l Action Aid India, Bhubaneswar

l Oxfam (India) Trust, Bhubaneswar

l Concern World Wide, Bhubaneswar

l UNICEF

l UNDP

l UNCHR
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Funding Project Partners

Action Aid

AusAID (Common Wealth of Australia)

Barnaby Sinclair

British High Commission

Caritas India (CBR Forum)

Concern World Wide

Cordaid

Danchurch Aid

Danida (Danish Embassy)

Dantewa

Dantool

Global Forum for Health Research

Government of Orissa

HDFC Bank

IDBI Bank

IMFA Charitable Trust

International Medical Society of Paraplegia

Misereor

Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment

NDMA

NIDM

ODA, UK

Orissa Mining Corporation

Oxfam (India) Trust

State Bank of India

SIDA

Rehabilitation International

Rehabilitation Council of India

UNICEF

UNDP

Voluntary Service Overseas

World Rehabilitation Fund

United Nations

Birtish High Commission

With R.I.
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